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     Prior to intensive lecture, stimulating field trips and interaction with diverse 

people in the US and Japan, I was just a believer of myth: Japan as a homogenous 

country. Personally, I was interested in the gender, sexual diversity, and cultural 

diversity in foreign countries such as Canada and Sweden. Yes, I was interested in 

cultural diversity in foreign countries but not cultural diversity in Japan. Rather, I was 

ignorant of cultural diversity and ethnic minority issues in Japan. My favorite field trip 

was at Japanese Brazilian high school. I did not expect high school students to be 

engaging or passionate to share about themselves to strangers. However, they were 

really talkative and friendly. I was very inspired and motivated by interacting with them. 

I had a privilege to meet, talk and interact with people who have suffered/ are suffering 

and have worked to overcome/ are working to overcome injustice, prejudice, 

stereotypes, discrimination, and many other hardships. It would be impossible to meet 

and learn from these people without participating this program. Through this program I 

learnt the importance of reading, writing and expressing the theories in my own words, 

and applying the analysis into real world to seek solution. Also my reading and writing 



speed and quality have improved significantly through many and various assignments. 

After this program, I am planning to go to graduate school to learn and study Gender 

and Media. I am 100% sure that this experience will help me and remind me the 

importance of hard work when I face difficulties. One of the most important gain is 

friendship. The intensive and difficult tasks brought us to bond where we can express 

ourselves freely and get right and efficient advices. I appreciate the diversity of our 

team as in ethnicity, identities, personalities and more! As Professor Akiba mentioned, 

we are the solution to many problems that we faced and dealt during this program! This 

friendship will continue to support me and encourage me though we apart after this 

program.  

      

      

              


