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 I had many expectations for this course. First of all, I did expect to get exposure to 

intensive research. It was my understanding that this course would expose participating students 

to the work social scientists do. Second of all, I did expect to critically take a look at the 

immigration and transnational policies of Japan and the ways immigrants in Japan experience 

Japanese societies because of these policies or lack thereof. Third of all, I did expect to meet 

various individuals with various backgrounds and academic interests that would enhance my own 

perspectives, ideas, and skills. Lastly, I did expect to conduct research and learn about people in 

such a way that I will be able to improve the conditions and lives of our research interviewees.   

 The PBL course without a doubt met all my expectations. In terms of research, I have 

never done fieldwork to such an extent and I truly felt like a social scientist. The experience has 

left me wanting to do more intensive fieldwork. Additionally, I feel that I have gained a deep 

understanding of Japanese immigration policies in regards to migrant workers and the lives many 

of these migrant workers and their families experience in Japan. Furthermore, my professors and 

classmates did enhance my academic skills, perspectives, and critical thinking skills. I feel 

extremely privileged to have been able to learn from such a talented group. Lastly, I feel through 

the PBL research I have gained an understanding of some of the problems immigrants in Japan 

face, and now have enough of a background to start doing my part to help improve the lives of 

immigrants in Japan.  



 The research we have done through this PBL has inspired me to maintain ties with some of 

the interviewees. I specifically bonded with a Brazilian University student who has dreams of 

teaching English. He also wants to visit the United States in the future and maybe have a career 

there. I have made myself available to this person and offered to house him if he ever does decide 

to make the trek to the United States. Additionally, being a Latino with Latino features such as 

(dark skin, dark hair), I looked like some of the Brazilian students and Peruvian workers we met in 

our research program, and this commonality allowed me to bond with multiple people. 

Furthermore, the fact that I personally heard their struggles and the problems they want to solve 

inspired me to do work that can complement their solutions. I have a longing to also be involved 

with the “Mundo de Alegria” school and the Kanagawa City Union; however, I am not sure as of 

now how I would go about this. For now, I will concentrate on maintaining ties with the Brazilian 

students who said “they now have an American friend”.  Also, when we did some exploring in the 

Bay area, we learned about 7 tepees which was a program that really moved me. I will personally 

be involved with the program as a tutor and am now thinking of ways of implementing the 7 

tepees model for the youth in my hometown. Ultimately, I have grown tremendously as a scholar 

and human being through this program; additionally I dare to say that the program was life-

changing.  


