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1. How the course met my expectation  

This PBL course definitely met my expectation. First of all, the theme of this PBL was I was 

exactly what I wanted to learn especially for my final thesis. If I did not attend this course I would not 

have all of these resources that I can use and also meet the people who I can contact with to get the 

information from.  

Before we begin this course, I was really scared and thought about quitting many times because I 

did not know if I can keep up with all of these works. Although because I had really nice people as a 

member in the PBL this year, I was able to encourage with each other and managed to finish 

everything. This made me have a huge confidence as well.  

 Also another thing that I might want to mention the most will be about the people in PBL 

both from UC Berkeley and AIU. As I already mentioned in the reflection class, it was an honor to be 

able to work with diverse people and so many different background. Although there were some 

struggles to be as a group sometimes but I personally thing overall it was a nice member without any 

severe conflict. I think there are always someone cannot get along with and but this time there were 

also people who can be in the middle so that it did not make a huge crack within the whole group.  

 

2. How I would be able to use them in my academic, personal and career life after the course ends. 

Before and also during this PBL course, I had to make one of my life changing dissection about 

my future. However, through this PBL, thanks to professor for giving many opportunities to see many 

things that I wanted to know about, made me rethink about my future. Therefore, I have not decided 

anything yet but hopefully I can work in the organization that help migrants in Japan in some way.  

  



3. How to improve this course ? 

There are number of difficulties that we had throughout the course and the biggest issue was the time 

limit. In order to do more research on many other migrants other than Filipina, I think we needed at 

least five more weeks. Moreover, we could have used the cheaper hotel and transportation. Personally, 

it was not necessary to stay in the really nice hotel or there wasn’t any choice. I would rather had 

more time for field trip or even break than staying at the nice hotel.  

  The budget issue might be a thing that we cannot do anything about but it is really ironic 

can also sad that our research quality get limited because of the budget issue even though this topic 

and contents are all ground-breaking. I really wish this PBL will be held next year as well.  

 One suggestion from me about the theme will be that, because we have been working on the 

Filipina women in Akita since last year, I got the sense of running out of the new things, new 

discovery about Filipina in Akita. So if we are to do the theme about Filipina in Akita next year , I 

think It will be interesting to do more research about their Children, and also see how we can elevate 

the Filipina status like Diana is trying to do. For example, how we can make more Filipina role model. 

This can be applied to other migrants in Japan as well.  

And last but not least, thank you so much to Dr. Yamanaka and Dr. Akiba for having me in this PBL. 


